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I claim: 

1. A method for finding patent-relevant documents published on the 
Internet, comprising the steps of: 

inputting a patent-identifying attribute on an end-user station; 
identifying patent data from the patent-identifying attribute; 
identifying Internet publication data from the patent data; and 
outputting the Internet publication data on the end-user station. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the patent data are 
abstracted prior to identifying the Internet publication data. 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is an assignee name. 

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is an inventor name. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the one or more patent- 
identifying attributes include a patent number. 

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the Internet publication 
data include a Uniform Resource Locator (URL). 

7. A method for locating a plurality of documents published on the 
Internet relevant to a plurality of attribute-related patents, respectively, 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting a patent-identifying attribute on an end-user station; 
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identifying patent data for a plurality of patents from the patent-identifying 
attribute; 

identifying Internet publication data for the plurality of patents from the 
patent data; and 

5 outputting the Internet publication data on the end-user station. 

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is an assignee name. 

g. The method according to claim 7, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is an inventor name. 
10 10. The method according to claim 7, wherein the Internet publication 

data include a plurality of URLs. 

11. A method for finding a patent-relevant document published on the 

Internet, comprising: 

accepting as a computer input a patent-identifying attribute; 
15 searching a first database using the patent-identifying attribute to locate 

patent data; 

searching a second database using the patent data to locate Web 
document data; and 

returning as a computer output the Web document data. 
20 12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the sole patent- 

identifying attribute is an assignee name. 

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is an inventor name. 
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14. The method according to claim 11, wherein the sole patent- 
identifying attribute is a patent number. 

15. The method according to claim 11, wherein the patent-identifying 
attributes include a patent number and a patent claim number. 

5 16. The method according to claim 11, wherein the patent data include 

patent claim language. 

17. The method according to claim 11, wherein the Web document 
data include a URL. 

18. A system for locating an Internet publication relevant to a patent, 
I O comprising: 

a computer for accepting an input and returning an output; and 
a plurality of databases; 

wherein in response to a patent-identifying attribute accepted as an input 
the computer initiates searches in the plurality of databases in seriatim to 
generate Internet publication data returned as an output. 

19. The system according to claim 18, wherein the plurality of 
databases include a patent database and a Web document database. 

20. The system according to claim 18, wherein the searches in seriatim 
include a first search in a patent database and a second search in a Web 

2^ document database. 

21. The system according to claim 20, wherein the Web document 
database includes Web document summaries. 
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22. The system according to claim 20, wherein the Web document 
database includes full-text Web documents. 

23. A system for finding an Internet publication relevant to a patent, 
comprising: 

5 a network; and 

a computer having a user interface, for interacting with a user, and a 
network interface, for interacting with the network; 

wherein in response to a patent-identifying attribute input on the user 
interface the computer interacts with the network transparent to the user to find a 
10 location of an Internet publication relevant to patent language identified from the 
patent-identifying attribute and to output the location on the user interface. 

24. The system according to claim 23, wherein the interaction with the 
network includes a first search in a patent database and a second search in a 
Web document database. 

15 25. The system according to claim 23, wherein the interaction with the 

network includes a first search to identify the patent language and a second 
search to find the location. 

26. The system according to claim 23, wherein the patent language 
includes patent claim language. 

20 27. The system according to claim 23, wherein the location is a URL. 
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